Expository English 25 - Poetry Through Song Assignment

Complete the following steps.

1. Choose your 3 favourite songs in English. 

2. Print off  or bring up the lyrics to each song. Choose one song that will be best to look at as a poem. You want there to be meaning behind the song. Don’t choose something too short, simple, or repetitive. 

3. Highlight the words you don’t know the meaning of. Find the meaning of the words as they are used in the song. 

4. Read the song out loud like a poem without singing it. Write down what you think it is about. 

5. Work through the song one stanza (like a paragraph in a song/poem) at a time. At the end of each stanza write a sentence or two about what that stanza is about. 

6.  Find the music video for the song. Watch it. What do you think the song is about?

7. Write a paragraph describing what the song is about. Include the songs meaning and what feelings it is meant to bring up.

8. Create a visual representation of the song in a picture, poster, painting, etc.

9. Hand in a copy of the lyrics, your paragraph, and the visual representation. 















Rubric: 


	
	Excellent (3)
	Satisfactory (2)
	Limited (1)

	Paragraph Structure
	The paragraph has a clear topic and concluding sentence. The order of the explanation is logical and concise.
	The paragraph somewhat has a clear topic and concluding sentence. The order of the explanation mostly makes sense.
	The paragraph is lacking a topic and concluding sentence. The order of the explanation makes little sense.

	Poem Understanding
	It is clear that the student has made a great effort to understand the meaning behind the poem. The student articulates his/her interpretation in a logical manner. 
	The student somewhat made an effort to understand the meaning behind the poem. 
	The student did not make an effort to understand the meaning behind the poem.

	Representation
	Visual representation of the poem is accurate to the poem’s meaning and helps clarify the reader’s understanding of the poem. It adds meaning outside of the ideas in the music video.
	Visual representation of the poem is somewhat accurate to the poem’s meaning.
	Visual representation of the poem is lacking in accuracy to the original poem.
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